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GIA Ta ught 


Assasins 


i: By WILFORD KALE 

| Times-Dispatch State Staff 

. WILLIAMSBURG Two 
former- employes of the Cen- 
tra} Intelligence Agency told 
The Times-Dispatch Thurs- 
Cay night that the CIA has in 
the past trained men in the 
techniques of assassination at 
nearby Camp Peary, a Pen- 
{az0n installation with very 
“tant security. 

One of the ex-employes, 

Wictor L. Marchetti, also told 
The Times-Dispatch he 
“guessed”? that some police- 
tnen have been trained by the 
CIA at Camp Peary. It was 
recently reported in New 
York and in Fairfax County 
mat some policemen had 
bien trained by the CIA in 
wiretapping and surveil- 
Lice. . 
. Marchetti had told The Vir-. 
ginia Gacette, a Williamsburg 
weekly, earlier in tha week 
‘that a number of “contract 
es” of ine CIA were 
ned at Catip Peary for 
Eiricivation om Operation 
Phcanix, a ‘“counterterror”’ 
program in Sout: Vietnam. 


The cther ex employe, Pat- 
J, MeGarvey, told the 
atta there was an in- 
formant system “financed, 
supberted, trained, advised 
and directed” oy CIA agents 
in South Vietnam. He said 
Gat that pro:ram became 
the cackbore cf the agency's 
assassination pr gram there. 
Marchetth aid MeGarvey 
teld The ‘Time:-Dispatch that 
assassination techniques 
fe part of an 13-month 
paramillitacy course at Camp 
Reiry. 
cdarchettt, a forrmer execu- 
assistant to the CIA's- 
Coury directar alsa told The 
Times-Dispatch that Ameri- 
e003 trained in assassination 
“at Camp Feary were part of 
ao omacra of U.S. aseats who 
Tintiarvey said are used to 
<i “forern nationals” 
Ae commission of the 
MeGarvey said the CLA 
ydenmies takine part in as 


Voe 


tives 


aor 


ag lige 
Hows, 


SST OAUIGN Dorms = ‘ . ai ne - 
The Virginia GaAppRQyed For ate. e p J03/22 : CIA-RDP84-00499R000200060001-8 
+ 


reported {ast December that 


Camp Peary was a training 
base for CIA azents. The 
paper also said it was be- 
lieved that assassination tech- 
niques wore a part of the 
training. 

Angus A. Thuermer, who 
identifled hirnself as assistant 
to the director of the CIA, 
told a Times-Dispatch Wash- 
ington reporter in December 
that “‘staternents about assa- 
Ination training and teams 
are utterly without truth. The 
agency has never partici- 
pated in or trained for assas- 
slnation.”’ 

Thuermer said Thursday 
night, “The agency has never 
trained for or carried out as- 
aassination operations 
ever.” 


McGarvey said of the ‘‘as- 
Sassination team'’ mentioned 
in the Gazett's original story: 
“These men are trained in- 
dividually in diverse para- 
Inilitary techniques and as- 
Saasination is just one aspect 
of a CIA course, not a par- 
ticular sudject of study.” 

McGarvey left the CIA Jn 
1968 alter seven years of ser- 
vice, He recently published a 
book, “CIA: The Myth and 
the Madness.” 

Marchetti resigned from 
the CIA in 1969 after 14 years 
with the agency. He has writ- 
ten one book, “The Rope 
Dancer,” a ficitional account 
of intelligence activities: He 
is currently prohibited by a 
court injuction from publfish- 
ing a nonticitional book on the. 
CIA. 


, THE NEWPORT NEWS DAILY PRESS 
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CIA Statements Support 


The Virginia Gazette quoted 
two top officials of the Central 
Intelligence Agency Thursday 
as supporting allegations that 
some of the operatives in- 
volved in a ‘‘counter terror” 
program against the Viet 
Cong were trained at Camp 
Peary in York County. 

The newspaper reported 
that Victor L. Marchetti, ex- 
ecutive assistant to the deputy 
director of the CIA from 1966 
to 1969, said that a number of 
the agents employed in ‘‘Op- 
eration Phoenix’ in South 
Vietnam were eo. at 
Camp Peary. 

Marchetti Ceseribed the op- 
eration as a ‘‘counter-tarror 
program” that accounted for 
more than 40,000 deaths of 


Viet Cong during the ‘period . 


1968-71. 

The Gazette said March- 
etti's slLatements were backed 
up by Patrick J. McGarvey, 


an intelligence analyst from | 
1983 to 1966. McGarvey was : 


quoted as saying that “One of 


+ 


Camp Peary Alleeations 


_ WILLIAMSBURG (UPD ~ 


the missions at Camp Peary 
is to train contract employes 
who are going out on specific 
assignment because of their 
own special skills.’ 
“ “By 1967, when the Viet 
Cong infrustracture became 
one of the principal structures 
of the policy over there, it 
was decided just to try to 
wrap the whole thing up, to 
eliminate it,” the paper 
quoted McGarvey as saying. 
“They call it neutralization of 
the infrastructure.” | 
Asked specifically if Camp | 
Peary trainees had partici- 
pated in the Phoenix Oper- 
ation, McGarvey replied 
“Some of them did. It was 
reasonable to: assume that 
Some carcer and contract per- 
sonnel were being trained for ¢ 
these programs,”’. 
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allegations published in the Gazette Dee, 22, 
“Mr. Magitio's ullopations that the CLA Lrains 
for or participates in assassination 
operations is crtirely untrue.’ Centacted 
subsequent Lo the interviews with MeGar voy 
and Marchetti, the same spokesman 2 
repcated the dentals concernings 
assassination operations, and refused 
comment on any of the CIN S operations in 
Vietnam, 


After being told the CTA denial, Mar- 
“ chetti was asked if it were indeed true that 
‘the CIA ran the Phoenix assassination 
' program. “Of course it is," he said. “They 
have so testified before Congress. William E. 
Colby, who is now the No, 3 man in the CIA — 
and at one time was under cover as an am- 
bassador to Vietnam in charge of these 
matters — testified before Congress that the 
(Phoenix) program had been very suc- 
cessful,” : 


BOTH M ARCHETTI and McGarvey, 
however disputed Madgio's allegation that 
“kill teams” have been garrisoned at Camp 
Peary. Marchetti said he had never head of 
assassination squads being stationed at 
Carnp Peary. He added, ‘As far as I know, 
they were all out in Vietnam. 


Marchetti and Nene beth also 
denied ever hearing about the CIA's 
possession or Sea of nuclear 
Weapons at Camp Peary, a charge made by 
Maggio. ‘What you're ee (at Camp 
Peary) is no different than if vou ge to Ft. 
Bragg — jump training, night air ops, am- 
bush training,’ Marchetti said. \ 


“Their danger to this country is more 
subllo. If you accept the proposition that the 
United States government should be covertly 
involved in the inte rnal < affairs of another 
country in order to achieve ifs goals, that it 
should do things that are on srmally con- 
sidered unethical : ynd immoral in OEGeT to 
further U.S, . fluence overseas, then all this 
is acceptable. If youdon’t, then that is what is 
bad about it.” 


Both Marchetti and M lcGarvey said tin 
had participated in several trai ing cours 
at Camp Peary during their es ers, and 
Marchetti noted that he ins! fructed one course 
there, MeGarvey left the U, S_ infelligence 
community in 1099 after seven years ex- 
perience, and is self-ernployed as a writer, 
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Marchetti resi oned from the CIA after 14 
Years thera, and wrote one beak, “The Rona 
Danvers” — a fielenal aceauat of the in- 
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oA spokesman’ for the Central Intelligence 


Agency, this weck denied a report that York ° 


County's Camp Peary is used to train CIA 
agents in the use of “‘mini-nuclear” weapons 
and the tactics of assassination, 

The spokesman did not, however, specific- 
ally deny that Camp Peary is used as a CIA 
training base as charged in the current 
issue of a-Williamsburg newspaper, the Vir- 
Binia Gazette. 


ae 


CIA Denies Tr. aining ‘Report 


. The Virginia Gazette story, based on 
lengthy interviews by two of the news- 
papers staff members with former CIA 
agent JOE Maggio, who has written a semi- 
fictional book -about the agency, quoted 


Maggio as saying Camp Peary is used for - 


training and experimentation in subversive 
and espionage activities — including such 


subjecis as assassination, demolition, para- : 


chuling, wiretapping and- ‘intelligence gath- 
ering. 
In reaction to the story, Angus A, Thuer- 


- ner, who identified himself as assistant to-- 


the director of the CIA, calléd the Richmond 
.. Times-Dispatch's Washington Bureau to ‘re- 
. fule portions of these charges. 

, Maggio’s statements “about assassination 


| training and teams is utterly without truth,” 


Thuermer is reported as saying. 


“The agency has never participated in, or 


. trained for, assassination,” he added. 


©The comment about nuclear mini-wea- . 


‘pons is also equally untrue.” 

According to the ‘Times- -Dispateh, Thuer- 
mer never actually denied: Camp Peary's 
role as a CIA training base, though he 
apparently ‘did not, confirm the report ei- 
ther, 


‘Times-Dispatch staffers Camp Peary was 
‘the CIA’s principal training base in the 
United States when he underwent training in 
the 1950s. 


Another former CIA agent, however, told 


The unidentified former agent reportedly 


said further he believes the base is still 
used for this purpose from information he 
‘has gathered from contacts and personal 
friendships with present CIA employes. 
Nevertheless, the paper said, he joined 
Thuermer in dismissing the reports of as- 
sassinalion teams and nuclear mini-wea- 
“pons, saying he did not know of any such 


things at Camp Peary while he was there. -. 


Maggio, however, insisted he would 
“stand by his sources of information,” 
‘though he conceded his contentions of assas- 
sination tralning and use of nuclear devices 
were based on second-hand accounts. 
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CIA Denies Use of 


i Nuclear Weacons at 


WILLIAMSBURG (UPI— 


A Central Intelligence Agency 

spokesman denied Wednesday 
allegations that mini-nuclear 
weupgons were used in CIA 
training programs at Camp 

Peary. neur here or in any 
other agency training 
program. 

The CIA spokesman’s 
comment cume after a story 
published by the Virginia 
Gavette, a weekly newspaper, 
here, about operations at 
Camp ‘Peary, a secrecy- 
clouded Department of 
Defense installation. The 
Gazelle saia the base is ac- 
tualy a Ci.A training camp 
and has boon for years. 

The Gazetie said its report 
was based on about four weeks 
of investigation by two staff 
members, The base was 
nequired 21 years ago by the 
Derense Department — and 
jubeled “an Armed Forces 
Experimental Training 
Activily” base. 


Much or the newspaper’s 
story was based on an in- 
terview with Joe Maggio, who 
said he was a former CIA 
operative with whe Agency’s 
Covert Special Operations 
Division. Maggio has written a 
novel about the CIA, entitled 
“Company Man.” In the book 
he mentioned activities at a 
“Camp Perry.” He told the 
newspaper the section on 
“Camp Perry”’ actually 
referred to the ‘Camp Peary” 
in York County. 

The Gazelte said its in- 
formation from Maggio 
“indicates that the training 
methods and _ techniques 
covered by the CIA at Camp 
Peary include assassination 
training, demolition training, 
parachute training, courses in 
Wiretapping and intelligence 
gathering sad) experiments 
with spevia! Weapons for use 
in the fic.d, ineluding what 
Maggio labeled as  ‘mini- 
nuclear bombs.’” 
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The “CIA Spokesman 
‘unequivocally’? denied that 
the agency trained for or 
engaged in an assassination 
operations. 

“The allegation about mini- 
nuclear weapons in any CIA 
training program or use by the 
Agency is ulterly untrue,”’ the 
spokesman added. 

The Spokesman also said 
.Maggio had been ‘fired for 
cause from a Central 
Intelligence Training 
Program.” 

Maggio, 35, told the Gazette 
he was fired from the CfA in 
1967 because he was cor 
some free lance writing while 
employed by the agency. He 
said his dismissal had nothing 
to do with performance of his 
CIA duties. 

Maggio also told the Gazette 
he was “never in a position of 
responsibility”? with the CIA, 
but spent a total of six months 


in training wii che Agency at 
Camp Peary. 
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The Free Lance-Star, Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Former agent confirms report 


Wednesday, December 27, 1972 
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Camp Peary said a. training cars for C1 


WILLIAMSBURG, Va. (AP)~—Is 
Camp Peary. a hush-hush Department 
of Defense installation in York County, 
Va. actually 2 training camp for the 
Central Intelligence Agency? 


The Virginia Gazelle, a weekly 


newspaper published in this restored 


Two reporters for the Gazette--news 
editor W. C. O'Denovan and Ed 
Offley—say in an article for the weekly 
that the CIA uses Peary to train teams of 
assassins, guerrillas, foreign 
mercenaries and special warfare 


* 
to officials there. 
Nearly ali their information 
apparently came from former CIA man 
Joe Maggio. who wrote a 
novel—-Company  Man‘''—which 


Defense 21 years ago. 


taken over by the Department of 


The newspaper said it was told by 
Maggio that he was ai Camp Peary for 
three montis in 168, enrolled in a 


mentioned a “Camp Perry” at which 


colonial capital not far from the camp. 
Says it is, basing its claim principally on 
an interview 

turned novelist. 


with an ox-ClA agent property 


Peary included “assassination 
training, demolition training, 
parachute training, courses in 
wiretapping and intelligence- 
gathering, and experiments 
with special weapons for use in 
' the field, including what Mag- 
; gio labeled as 
bombs.’” 

The Gazette quoted . Maggio 
as saying, “I’m sure if you had 
a blue ribbon committee go in 
there, they'd find a whole new 
world—a Disneyland of war.” 


Maggio told the Gazette his ; 


recently published book was la- 
beled fiction because “it never 
could have been published as 
nonfiction,"’ ; 

But the Gazette quoted him 
aS Saying ‘the information con- 
- tained on Camp Peary is fac- 

~ tual.’’ 

In “Company Man,” Maggio 
writes that at “Camp Perry” , 
rows of “old cars, tanks and 
AMTRACKS (amphibious per- 
sonnel carriers) line up on a 

' pulley to prove what the deputy 
/director of science and 
technology can do with TNT, 
tetrachloride, C4 (plastic ex- 
plosive), dynamite and highly 


ar bombs,” 


‘mini ‘nuclear 


agents, and to test exotic new weapons. 
O'Donovan and Offley wrote thet they 
were not permitted to enter the camp 


and received, crisp ‘no 
comments” when they posed questions 
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' Such as LSD, and ay 
chemical warfare ‘mat 
“Some day, somewhere,’ 
Gazette Said it was tol 
; Magyio in a taped tel 
“terview, “that base 
have a Catastrophe-—some 
Strangelove explosip 
When Camp Peary was 
quired by the Departmeni 
Defense in 195) i" 
an “armed forces 
training activity.” 


It still 
called that. sui 


of drugs 
aricty of 


tactical nuclear weapons were tested. 
The Gazette said Maggio confirmed 
fou is home in Coral Gables, Fla., that 
vw “Camp Perry’ in his novel in 
wtsality was Virginia's Camp Peary, 
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“special intcilizence tradecraft course” 
given CIA recruits. 

It said its interview with Maggio 
indicated the “training methods and 
techniques covered by the CIA” at Camp 

See CAMP PEARY, Page 27 
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